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THE LAST WORD

by Angel Benton

Wow, it’s hard to believe that we are already look-
ing back at 2007 and looking ahead to 2008. Since
we have already had fun this issue talking about
some of the notables who really worked hard to
make 2007 their year (like Blake Riley and Margaret
Cho), | thought that | would make “The Last Word,”
aserious one.

This year the gay porn community was rocked by
two very tragic deaths. Hot House Exclusive Kent
North, who just months before had done a fantas-
tic job co-hosting the Grabby Awards in Chicago,
took his own life on the 4th of July. Even more
recently, Buckshot Exclusive Danny Roddick (pic-
tured above with me) has also died, at the tender
age of 31. As of this writing, his cause of death has
been declared as an accidental overdose of pre-
scription medication.

All of this got me to thinking about how gay porn
stars are just as susceptible to the problems and pitfalls that affect us all as a community. First, we deal
with figuring out our own sexuality. Then comes the decision whether or not to come out. Then we have
to deal with the consequences of that from our families and/or co-workers. That’s just the beginning. The
gay community is plagued with other issues too, all of which can not only be depressing, but difficult to
survive. Yet, many of us do simply by putting one foot in front of the other and lending a helping hand to
those who need it.

Unfortunately, it’s just not that easy for some people, and every year we lose thousands of gays, both young
and old, not just to suicide, but to HIV/AIDS, drug abuse, and even worse, hate crimes.

Older gays will say that we have it so much easier now than previous generations, and while that is true and
we should all be grateful for the work that was done by generations before us, there is still a LONG way to

go.

2007 was personally a very difficult year for me, and all of this talk of depression hits quite close to home,
but | am still here putting one foot in front of the other. If you are feeling depressed and hopeless, there is
help for you available. Call 1-888-THE-GLNH to reach the GLBT National Help Center that we feature in this
issue’s Charity Focus. They will help you find local resources to get you the help that you need. There is no
shame in admitting that you can’t do it alone. We ALL need help every now and then.

Here's to 2008, and hoping that we grow stronger as a community and make this world a better place for
gay people everywhere.
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T.J. says "Give it to me straight,” so Gabe obliges. In a big way.




